September 19, 2002
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission SEP

445 12th Street SW 27 2002

Washington, DC 20554 FROIMAL COMLALNCATIONG COLMNIBEION
STRIE 6F THE ORI

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damapging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very realt dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet, Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what mformation the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"”
vet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

T also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

11ook forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Jill Winegardner

629 Palm Ave
Watsonville, CA 950764036
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

{ am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 335 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in Ainerica's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consohidation.

[ also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where vou stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Tom Probasco

133 Beechview Ln
Indianapolis, IN 462174901
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Dear FCC Chairman Michae] Powell,

[ amn writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dommnating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business “efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

Ilook forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Karen H Harwell

1335 Dana Ave
Palo Alto, CA 94301-3114
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

['am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstream media,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

L also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Harold Thomas

9 Peter Hobart Dr
Hingham, MA 02043-3751
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Dear FCC Chairtnan Michael Powell,

1 am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dambing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we {ind the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business “efficiencics,"”
yet it is the FCC's responsibiiity to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

Talso want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Lee T Blackwell

1243 Walbridge Rd
Cabot, VT 05647-9690
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

T'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of 2 few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and ncwspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our natron from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the durnbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemnet. Here, 100, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation,

T also want fo urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

Hook forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Steve Dowell

2927 NE Flanders St
Portland, QR 97232-3258%
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press Is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
vet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 30-day comment period, 1 am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important 1ssue.
Sincerely,
Gary W Moore

3200 E Union St Apt 9
Seattle, WA 98122-3351
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

Lam writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our natton from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America'’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mamnstreatn media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis, The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business “efficiencies,”
vet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, [ am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation,

T also want 10 urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

T look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue,
Sincerely, -
Mary M Mc Clain

7803 N Hodge Ave
Portland, OR 97203-3447
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

lam writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from awning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for 2 functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Atnericans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, T am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

T also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Paula Heeren

968 Milo Cir Apt B
Lafayette, CO 80026-3331
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

1 am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companties is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necassary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbimg-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
vet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consutners not corporations,

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

T also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue,
Sincerely,
Ann W Weathers

707 Wake Robin Dr
Shelburne, VT 05482-7581
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

T'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations, The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our natton from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened, Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a sousce of new business “efficiencies,"
yet 1t is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations,

As part of your 90-day comment period, [ am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

1also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

[ look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Lin Steers

11641 Buena Vista Dr
Los Altos, CA 94022-4285
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or 2 single company
from owning more than eight radio stations i the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understoed, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now conirol nearly ail
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responstibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, 1 am asking vou to stand up for the free marketplace of 1deas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

1 also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
CJCuco

2615 Canada Blvd Apt 111
Glendale, CA 91208-2077
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

1 am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownershap in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstreamn media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telccommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet 1t 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation,

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules,

I Iook forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Andrea S Wickerham

30 E55TH St
Kansas City, MO 64113-1250
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current lmits on media ownership
consolidation.

[ also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Shoshanah F Mc Knight

6 Gumwood
Irvine, CA 92612-2352
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Dear FCC Chainman Michael Powell,

am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companics is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangercus demagoguery have become the nonm in America'’s mainstream media,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"
yet 1t is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations,

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation,

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially frorn changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
James D Doxsee

2966 Oak St
Eugene, OR 97405-3714
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

1 am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near totat

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet 1t 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

Tlook forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Carl Tronco

4812 Dempsey Ave
Encino, CA 91436-1623
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same rnarket, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in Arerica’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Atnericans receive on a daily basis, The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation,

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I'look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Snowden R Becker

4420 Franklin Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90027-2701
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the nights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge yon in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
John 8 Avila

PO Box 841
Bar Harbor, ME 04609-0841
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the fow remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our pation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumners not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas snpported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want 1o urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those whe stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward 1o hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Lynne Alterman

344 6TH Ave Apt 2
Brooklyn, NY 11215-3436
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the foew remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America'’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I alsc want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Michele Nihipali

51438 Kam Hwy # A
Kaaawa, HI1 96730-9809
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now conirol nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America'’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of conswmers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, | am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

T also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Sisters Of St Joseph

1397 Lincoln Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105-2215
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America'’s mainstream media.,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownetship regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominatmg what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

[ look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Erick Hakanson

950 Lincoln Ave
Samt Paul, MN 55105-3148
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Chairman Michael Powell BY TELEFAX:
Federal Communicationg Commission {202) 418-0232
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: STRENGTHEN MEDIA OWNERSHIP RESTRICTIONS

90-DAY COMMENT PERIOD CURRENTLY IN PLACE

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell:

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few
remaining rules that prevent near total concentration of media
ownership in the hands of a few corporations.

The current domination of the radio, broadcagt and
newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already
damaging our democracy. Ownershilp restrictions are crucially
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real
dangers of media monopolies. Corporate chains now contreol
nearly all radio and televigion atations.

The massive telecommunications 1lobby defends repéal of
ownership regulations as a source of new business
"efficiencies," vyet it is the FCC's responsibility to
defend the rights of congumers, not corporatioms.

As part of your 90-day comment period, please reach out to
ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather than to the well-
paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit £financially from
changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important
issue. Thank you for your consideration.
‘_'__.__..'_.——_—"——b
Sincerely,

Sandra K. Hartman
/skh
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of cornpanies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a fiee, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Ermn Reilly

719 Fillmore St Apt 207
San Francisco, CA 94117-2672
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies,

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day cornment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplsce of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

T'also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I Iook forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Tahnee Swanton

5942 SE 19TH Ave
Portland, OR 97202-5222



